LESSON PLAN – The Water Cycle
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	Time:
	60 mins
	
	Focus for Lesson:
	Geography
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	Links to previous lessons: 


	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Objectives:
	 Children will understand what condensation is and its place in the water cycle.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
	condensation

air temperature, air pressure, convection
	Resources:
	For each group:

· A clean, clear 2 litre plastic bottle.

· A temperature strip for every bottle

· Tape

	

	Time
	Teacher Action:
	Pupils’ Action / Pupils’ Learning:

	Introduction to Lesson

	10 mins
	Discuss with class prior to the activity:

· In the winter, when you walk outside, what happens to your breath when it hits the cold air?

· What makes air warm? What happens to warm air?
What makes air cold? What happens to cold air?

	Pupils reflect on previous learning and use this to predict lesson outcome.



	Main part of Lesson:

	40 mins
	Temperature changes in a closed pop bottle

· Tape the temperature strip inside the bottle so that you can read it. Screw the bottle cap on tightly. Lay the bottle on its side so that you can easily read the temperature strip. 

· Read and record the temperature of the air inside the bottle. Now use both hands to squeeze the bottle as hard as you can. After about 1 minute read the strip. Then stop squeezing and read the temperature strip after about 1 minute.

· What happened the temperature when you squeezed the bottle?

· What happened to the temperature after you stopped squeezing the bottle? 
	After doing the activity:

In your own words explain what we did in the activity and record. 



	Plenary:

	10 mins
	Discuss activity with class. 

· Why did the temperature change?

· Where does a temperature change fit into the water cycle?


	Whole class discussion.

	

	Homework opportunities:

Research condensation at the library or on the Internet.
	Pupil Support:

Teacher/classroom assistant to assist pupils with more challenging vocabulary and recording.


	Extension Activities:

Encourage children to discuss the activity. Where else can they think of other examples of condensation taking place?




link to previous lesson on evaporation. Recap principles involved and its place in the water cycle.








