LESSON PLAN

	Date:
	
	
	Time:
	40 mins then observations over next few weeks.
	
	Focus for Lesson:
	Geography

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lesson Plan No:
	5
	of
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Link to previous lessons on evaporation, condensation, precipitation, soil moisture and runoff . Recap principles involved and their place in the water cycle.
Links to previous lessons:


	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Objectives:
	THE WHOLE WATER CYCLE


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
	Terrarium, evaporation. condensation, precipitation 
	Resources:
	· Potting soil 

· A package of seeds e.g. marigold or pea

· Container for pouring water

· A small plastic container (supermarket prepared salad container) 

· A clear lid or plastic wrap(for each container used)
 

	

	Time
	Teacher Action:
	Pupils’ Action / Pupils’ Learning:

	Introduction to Lesson

	10 mins
	Discuss with class prior to the activity:

· What are the parts of the water cycle?

· How do all of the parts of the water cycle fit together? 

· What would happen if one part were left out? 


	Pupils reflect on previous learning and use this to predict lesson outcome.




	Main part of Lesson:

	40 mins
	· Explain that each pupil will make their own terrarium to observe the water cycle. Provide each student with a small plastic container which can be covered tightly with either a clear lid or plastic wrap. Put soil in the bottom, put a plant seed in the soil, and lightly water the soil. Cover the terrarium with the lid or plastic wrap and place in a location where it can get sunlight. Observe what happens to the water in this closed container and see if you can observe the different parts of the water cycle. 

· Observe your terrarium for a few weeks.

· After building the terrarium 
observe what happens to the water in this closed container and help the children observe and describe the different parts of the water cycle they see in the terrarium. 



	Record observations in a science journal. Each day look for the following things: 

· What is the seed doing?
· On which parts of the terrarium do you see water?
What new thing is happening in your terrarium today?


	Plenary:

	10 mins
	At end of lesson discuss the activity. Invite class to predict what will happen to terrarium if left undisturbed over next few weeks.


	Whole class discussion.



	

	Homework opportunities:

Pupils could make a terrarium at home and compare results.


	Pupil Support:

Teacher/classroom assistant to assist pupils with more challenging vocabulary and recording.


	Extension Activities:

Work through the Water Cycle activity (accessible from the River menu of Rivers and Bridges) to test your knowledge of the water cycle.










